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Computer Prompting & Captioning Co.



Match Text with Time Code Automatically Using the CaptionMaker®
Released May 2004

CPC’s AutoTCSync service gives you the capability to automatically synchronize a text file with your video's audio track to produce a computer synchronized caption file. 

To automatically synchronize caption dialog with the audio portion of a video, choose "Auto Match Text with Audio" from the CaptionMaker "Tools" menu. You will be presented with a window that manages the uploading of your caption dialog and audio files to a remote host for processing. This window also controls the downloading of the synchronized text file.

To upload files for automatic synchronization you must prepare a text (dialog) file and an audio file. The dialog file should be a plain text file that ends with the ".txt" suffix. A Windows program like NotePad will produce this type of file. The text file should consist of the entire spoken dialog in the video that is being synchronized. 

Setting up CaptionMaker for the "Automatic Match Text with Caption" function is a simple process. First you have to generate a public network encryption key, and then you have to email this public key to CPC. CPC will add your public key to its computer server system, and then CaptionMaker will be able to access the CPC computer server.

One Time Configuration Procedure:

Step A. In CaptionMaker, click on the "Tools" menu, and then click "Automatic Match Text with Audio”. CaptionMaker will open the "Auto Match Text with Audio" window.

In the "Auto Match Text with Audio" window, click on the "Public Key" button. CaptionMaker will create a public key file named "PublicKey.txt" in the folder C:\Program Files\CPC\CaptionMaker.

Step B. Send an email to support@cpcweb.com with the following information.

a. Type subject as "Please set up my network account".

b. Choose a name (Max 8 characters, no spaces, preferably abbreviation of your company name). As your account name, and

c. Attach the file "C:\Program Files\CPC\CaptionMaker\PublicKey.txt". Alternatively, you can open the public key file with Notepad, copy all of the text, and paste it into your email.

Step C. Wait for an email reply from CPC saying they have set up your network login.

Once CPC adds your public key to its computer system, the CaptionMaker configuration is complete.

Text and Audio Files

You have to upload a text file. Follow these guidelines for the text file: 
· Do not use any illegal caption character, such as, *  \  ~  ` |  _ 

· Use square brackets for name of the speaker, music etc., like [Paul], [music]

· Spell out numbers from one to ten, but use numerals for all numbers over ten.

· Avoid confusing abbreviations. Use ‘number ‘ instead of ‘No.’ and ‘street’ instead of ‘St.’

You also have to upload a corresponding audio file. The audio file needs to be a WAV audio file or an MP3 audio file. You may sample your audio with the following criteria: 

· 16 KHz, 22.05 KHz or 44.1 KHz only

· 8 bits or 16 bits (16 bits recommended)

· Mono or stereo (mono recommended)

Sampling at 16 bit 44.1 KHz and 32 Kbps is recommended.
Typically a one minute audio mp3 file is about 1 MB.
Submit a Job

In the "Auto Match Text with Audio" window:

a. Click on the “Refresh” button to make sure you are connected to the CPC server via the internet.

b. Click on the “New” button to create a new "Auto Match Job". A "job" consists of a dialog file (.txt), an audio file (.mp3 or .wav), and some caption attributes.

c. Click the "Browse" buttons to locate your dialog and audio files, select your desired caption attributes, and then close the job editor window. The job you just created will appear in the job list. CaptionMaker allows you to create and edit a list of several jobs.

d. Select the job that you want to upload by clicking on it. Then click the "Upload" button. CaptionMaker will connect to the AST computers and upload your job. 

e. After a few minutes, click the "Refresh" button to see whether your synchronized file is ready for downloading.  

f. When it is ready, click the "Download" button to retrieve the ".asc" output file. The downloaded synchronized ".asc" output file will be given the same name as your dialog file (except it will have the extension .asc), and it will be saved in the same folder as the dialog file. Then you can import this .asc (Cheetah .ASC format) file into the CaptionMaker.

Synchronized Time Stamped File

At present the synchronized Cheetah .asc file type among the number of file types available is the best for importing the file into the CaptionMaker. Soon a tab delimited file type will be added to the list.


Service Fee
There is a small fee for this service. You may use the service for jobs of any length within the time length you buy. CPC will add the time being used for the all the jobs until the time length is used up.


If you have any questions, you may contact CPC at sales@cpcweb.com or, at 301-738-8487. 

1010 Rockville Pike, Suite 306


Rockville, Maryland 20852, USA


301-738-8487 ( FAX 8488 ( TTY 8489


info@cpcweb.com   (  www.cpcweb.com 
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